
World Kidney Day 2015: A great anniversary campaign 

World Kidney Day (WKD) 2015 raised awareness about the importance 

of kidney health in reducing the impact of kidney disease and its 

associated problems worldwide. Over 560 events were organized in 

more than 90 countries, including Algeria, New Caledonia, Chad and 

Ivory Coast. The most active nations were the UK, India, Brazil, Spain, 

Indonesia, Argentina, and Mexico. 

“March 12, 2015 marked our 10th anniversary. It was particularly 

special because the theme ‘Kidney Health for All’ highlighted the effects of poverty on Chronic Kidney 

Disease,” says WKD Steering Committee representative Guillermo Garcia Garcia. The theme reminds us 

that not all of us are equal with regards to risk for kidney disease and access to treatment. Some 

communities in both higher and lower income countries are at greater risk than others because of their 

ethnic origin, socioeconomic status and/or where they live. This has major public health implications 

because of the extremely high costs of renal replacement therapy. 

“The enthusiasm worldwide generated by WKD reflected the increased awareness of kidney disease,” 

adds Philip Li from the WKD Steering Committee. This year’s campaign revealed great social media activity 

with 29,600 fans on Facebook, 5,223 followers on Twitter and 63,009 views on YouTube.  

50 million people talked about World Kidney Day on and around March 12, 2015. There was amazing 

online exposure with 33,000 mentions of World Kidney Day in 9 languages across the web over March. 

Many participants drank a glass of water to raise awareness about the importance of kidney health, 

reaching 2 million people and sharing more than 4,000 pictures on social media. 

Some of the highlights of this campaign included: 

 The Empire State Building was lit up in orange to mark the occasion. 

 Screenings for kidney disease took place on board of the TGV train from Paris to Marseille on March 

12, 2015, an event sponsored by French President François Hollande. 

 The Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil was lit up for the day. 

 A Parliamentary breakfast and a roundtable discussion took place at Parliament House in Canberra, 

Australia. 

 The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) Department of Non-communicable Diseases and 

Mental Health, in collaboration with the Latin American Society of Nephrology and Hypertension, 

organized a webinar. 

The American Society of Nephrology (ASN), the Centre for Disease Control (CDC), Non-communicable 

disease (NCD) Alliance, the National Institutes of Health (NIH), PAHO, European Renal Association – 

European Dialysis and Transplant Association (ERA-EDTA) and KDIGO played a valuable role in endorsing 

this campaign. Many thanks to WKD sponsors Danone, Sanofi Renal, AstraZeneca, Abbvie; WKD 

supporters Alexion, Amgen and WKD benefactors Baxter, Fresenius Medical Care. 

World Kidney Day 2016 will take place on March 10, 2016. For the latest updates, please visit 

www.worldkidneyday.org. 

https://www.kidney.org/news/empire-state-building-goes-orange-world-kidney-day
http://www.fondation-du-rein.org/journee-mondiale-du-rein/operation-trein.html
http://noticiascatolicas.com.br/iluminacao-no-cristo-redentor-alerta-sobre-doencas-renais.html
http://www.kidney.org.au/NewsEvents/WorldKidneyDay/tabid/655/Default.aspx
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=10446%3Awebinar-kidney-health-for-all&catid=7261%3Aevents&Itemid=41080&lang=en
http://www.worldkidneyday.org/


Note to Editors 

 

World Kidney Day is a joint initiative of the International Society of Nephrology  (ISN) and 

the International Federation of Kidney Foundations (IFKF). Celebrated on the second 

Thursday in March, the mission of World Kidney Day is to raise awareness of the 

importance of our kidneys to our overall health and to reduce the frequency and impact 

of kidney disease and its associated health problems worldwide. 

 

Our campaign can be followed online here:       
 

About the organizers of World Kidney Day: 

World Kidney Day is a joint initiative of the International Society of Nephrology (ISN) and the International 
Federation of Kidney Foundations (IFKF).  
 
Founded in 1960, ISN is a global not-for-profit society dedicated to improving kidney care and reducing the incidence 
and impact of kidney disease worldwide. Through its global network and programs, ISN brings together the 
developing and developed worlds in a collaborative effort in fighting and treating kidney disease on a global scale. 
More information on www.theisn.org. 
 
The IFKF, a not-for-profit Federation founded in 1999, currently has a membership of 63 kidney foundations and 
patient groups in 41 countries. IFKF advocates worldwide to improve the health, well-being and quality of life of 
individuals with kidney disease; disseminates standards of best practice of treatment and care; assists with the 
establishment of kidney foundations in countries where they do not yet exist; facilitates educational programs for it 
members; and promotes kidney disease research. More information on www.ifkf.org. 
 

World Kidney Day Official Partners 

World Kidney Day is grateful to the generous support of its global corporate contributors who help us make this day 

of global action possible. Thanks very much to:  

 

 Our WKD Partners:  

 

 

 

 Our WKD Supporters: 

 

 

 

 Our WKD Benefactors: 

 

Baxter     Fresenius Medical Care 

 

 

 

 
Press contacts: 

Agnese Ruggiero                                                Clémentine Martini 

WKD Campaign Coordinator                            PR Manager, Ogilvy Public Relations 

Email: agnese@worldkidneyday.org              Email : clementine.martini@ogilvy.com 

Phone : +32 2 808 0420                                    Mobile : +32 475 333 946 
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